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DATES TO NOTE! 

Sat, May 8, and June 12, 10:00 am: 

Board of Directors meeting at Ascen-

sion Lutheran Church Office. 

Sun, May 9 , Motherõs Day 

Sat, May 15, MOAA Luncheon & Armed 

Forces Day 

Sat May 15, Armed Forces Day 

Mon May 21, Memorial Day 
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Presidentõs Message  
 

Orlandoð> 

Central Florida Chapter  

 F   CUS  

LTC Sylvester Johnson, USA, Ret. 

MAY PROGRAM 

JOE D. BATTEL, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR VA MEDICAL CENTER 

BRIEFING ON NEW VA HOSPITAL 

 

      Mr. Battle has been the Associate Director of 

the VA Medical Center in Orlando, Florida since 

August 2006.  Prior to Orlando, he served as the 

Associate Director of the VA Medical Center in 

Dayton, Ohio. 

 

He is a 1981 graduate of the University of Ala-

bama with a degree in Civil Engineering.  He 

joined the Veterans Administration in 1983 as a 

General Engineer at the VA Medical Center in 

Dublin, Georgia.  He transferred to the VA Medi-

cal Center in Indianapolis, Indiana as the Assistant Chief, Engineer Service 

in March 1985 and was appointed Chief, Engineer Service in March 1988. 

               (Continued on Page 2) 

 

 
     Our April Luncheon meeting 

was dedicated to the awarding 

of three (3) scholarships to out-

standing JROTC cadets.  Each 

received  $3,000.  Thanks to our 

members, corporate supporters, 

and the success of the annual 

golf tournament.  Our Selection 

Committee was headed by Bill 

Gates and included Dennis 

Paquin and Bob Hoy who did a 

superb job in choosing some 

exceptional cadets.  THANKS! 

     Preparation for the new VA 

Hospital to open in the fall of 

2012 has begun.  Orlando 

VAMC is currently in the proc-

ess of transferring veteransô 

prescription data from both the 

Gainesville and Tampa VA fa-

cilities.  During this tedious time-

consuming process the VA is taking 

steps to speed up the process and elimi-

nate any delay or inconvenience in ful-

filling your prescription medication. 

     I was fortunate to attend the Central 

Florida Council, Boy Scouts of America, 

Golden Eagle event and witnessed the 

difference Scouting is making in our 

young men from first grade through 

adulthood.  As a former Scout and Scout 

Leader, I could reminisce of the spiritual 

and character development it made in my 

life.  Your generous charitable giving has 

made it possible for our chapter to be an 

annual supporter of both the Boy/ Girl 

Scout programs.  
Do you know of any warriors who are 

deployed to a hostile fire zone or their         

 (Continued on Page 5)          
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Chapter Communications Numbers  
Office Phone                         407- 646-4283 
Office FAX Number               407- 646-4213 
 E-Mail                             Rnato011@aol.com 
 Mailing Address:  MOAA CFC, Inc. 
                              PO Box 141025 

KEY PERSONNEL/OFFICERS 
(All telephone numbers preceded by (407)  

PRESIDENT 

LTC Sylvester Johnson, USA, Ret.        805-0518  

     E-mail: sbj32746@bellsouth.net 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 

COL William J. Gates, USAF, Ret.          788-8923                                                                       

 E-mail: Gator15pat@hotmail.com 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

LTC Thomas Monk, USA, Ret.               257-4565  

 E-mail: jtmonk@cfl.rr.com 

SECRETARY 

  Mrs. Patricia Green, AUX.                   774-7933  

 E-mail: deg06@aol.com 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

LTC Tom Monk, USA, Ret.  257-4565  

 E-mail: jtmonk@cfl.rr.com 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Joseph Hines, USAF, Ret           788-3696  

 E-mail: Jovinth@earthlink.net 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

COL Carol L. Reagles, AUS, Ret.          657-7219  

                    E-mail: cfost@cfl.rr.com 

DIRECTORS 2008-2010 

COL Roger Hakola, USA, Ret.              313-0304  

 E-mail: Zfreedom@aol.com 

LT    Dennis J. Paquin, USN, Ret.        754-6064  

                   E-mail: dennispaq@earthlink.net 

CWO Robert L. Hoy, USA, Ret.            324-7616  

                    E-mail: hoybob@bellsouth.net 

 DIRECTORS 2010-2012 

CAPT Robert S. Rosen, USN, Ret. 880-6279  

                    E-mail: capbob1936@yahoo.com 

CAPT Karen E. Dennis, USNR, Ret.    493-5122  

 E-mail: kdennisphd@mac.com    

LTC Mike Patterson, USA, Ret.  240-7609  

 E-mail: dmphome@earthlink.net   

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT   

 LTC Robert M. LePage, USA, Ret.      298-7228  

 E-mail: Rnato011@aol.com 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

    CAPT Bob Rosen, USN, Ret.           880-6279  

 E-mail: captbob1936@yahoo.com 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

  LTC Mike J Patterson, USA, Ret.      240-7609   

 E-mail: dmphome@earthlink.net 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

   LTC Tom Monk, USA, Ret.                257-4565  

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

  LTC Robert M. LePage, USA, Ret. 298-7228  

PERSONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

  Chaplain (MAJ) David P. Mulder       831-7788            

 OTHER COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

AUDIT COMMITTEE 

    CWO Robert L. Hoy, USA, Ret 324-7616  

RESERVATIONS COMMITTEE 

    Mrs. Pat Green, AUX,                      774-7933  

    E-Mail: Deg06@aol.com 

    Mrs. Fay Hollis, AUX.  677-9596  

CHAPTER NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 

    LTC Robert M. LePage, USA, Ret.   298-7228  

SPECIAL ASSISTANTS 

CHAPLAIN:  MAJ David P. Mulder       831-7788  

CONVENTION LIAISON 

   LTC Robert M. LePage, USA, Ret. 298-7228  

ROSTER/MEMBER DATA BASE 

    LTC Robert M. LePage, USA ,Ret 298-7228  

    Mrs. Patricia Green, AUX                774-7933  

Web Site Coordinator 

LT Dennis Paquin  754-6064 

This newsletter is published monthly except July by the Military Officers Association of America (formerly The Retired Officers Association), Central Florida 

Chapter, Inc. P.O. Box 141025, Orlando,  FL, 32814-1025. The Chapter is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization, affiliated with National MOAA and the Flor-

ida Council of Chapters, MOAA, but not associated with the Department of Defense. The views expressed are not necessarily those of MOAA, the Florida 

Council of Chapters, or the Department of Defense. 

MAY PROGRAM (CONT) 

BRIEFING ON NEW VA HOSPITAL 

CHAPTER LUNCHEON  

Saturday Meeting May 15 2010 

 

Location: Magnuson Grand Hotel, FORMERLY Clairon Inn, Wymore 

Rd. Altamonte Springs Second traffic light on 436 West of I-4, 1 block 

South of 436. Social Hour 11:00ð12:00 A.M  Lunch 12:00 

Menu 

#1 Beef Stroganoff over Rice with Green Beans OR 

 

#2 Chicken Cordon Bleu with Rice and Green Beans 

     Both with Garden Salad, Rolls and Butter, Ice Tea, Coffee and 

     Raspberry Cheesecake dessert 

#Price: $16, including gratuity. 

          Reservations: Not later than noon, Tuesday May 11th 

 

 Call: MRS. PAT GREEN 407-774-7933 OR e-mail 

deg06@aol.com OR  Faye Hollis at (407) 677-9596 

If you must cancel your reservation, please do so as early as possibleð

regrettably, we must bill ñno-showsò for the cost of the meal. 

He is a graduate of the 2003 Leadership VA class, 2002 class of the Executive 

Career Field Training Program and the Healthcare Leadership Institute.  In 1997, 

he received the VA Federal Engineer of the Year Award presented by the Na-

tional Society of Professional Engineers.  In that same year, he also received the 

VA Chief Engineer of the Year Award.  He has been a preceptor for Trainees and 

Technical Career Field Interns and mentored Leadership Development Candidates 

at the network level. 

 

Mr. Battle has previously served on several national committees and task forces 

such as Chair of the Chief Engineer Advisory Board, the Violence in the Work-

place Task Analysis Group, Technical Career Field development group, Facility 

Management Mission reviews, and Capital Asset Management reviews. 

 

He has been a long time member of the American Society of Healthcare Engi-

neers, Indiana Society of Healthcare Engineers, and served on the Executive 

Steering Committee for the Midwest Healthcare Engineering Conference and 

Trade Show.  Mr. Battle is a current member of the American College of Health-

care Executives and the Leadership VA Alumni Association. 



Chaplainõs Message 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES   

     A number of years ago, a farmer who owned land 

along the Atlantic seacoast needed help on his farm. 

But men were reluctant to work due to the storms that 

were so bad in that area. One 

day a rather slightly-built and 

older man applied.  

     ñAre you a good farm 

hand?ò the owner asked. ñI can 

sleep when the wind blows 

was the answer.ò The farmer 

did not understand what that 

meant, but he needed the help 

so he hired the man. One night 

soon after the new man had 

begun working a severe storm 

came ripping in from just offshore. The owner woke up 

and rushed to the farm handôs sleeping quarters and 

found him doing just that ï sleeping. ñGet upò, yelled 

the owner, ña storm is coming!ò 

     The man rolled over in bed and said, ñno, I told you 

I can sleep when the wind blows.ò The upset owner 

raced outside to find the haystacks had been all tied 

down with tarpaulins, the cows were in the barn, the 

chickens were in their coop, the doors and shutters 

were all tightly secured. Nothing was going to blow 

away. The hired man could sleep when the wind blows 

because he was prepared.  

     The congregation Iôm privileged to serve prays al-

most every weekend for those young men and women 

who are prepared to defend us while we sleep. We are 

also grateful for the young JROTC cadets who are be-

ing prepared and to MOAA and Lockheed Martin Corp 

for supporting their training.  

 

 

In His Grip  

Chaplain Mulder  

 

 

MOAA Board Meeting April 10, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER :  LTC Syl Johnson called the 

meeting to order at 10:00 AM, offered the invocation 

and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

QUORUM : A quorum was established.  Those in at-

tendance were LTC Johnson, LTC LePage, CAPT 

Rosen, Mrs. Green, Col Hakola, Lt Col Hines, LTC 

Patterson, Col Gates, COL Reagles, CWO Hoy, and LT 

Paquin. 

MINUTES : The minutes of the March Board meeting 

were approved. 

TREASURERôS REPORT: The Board reviewed and 

approved the Treasurerôs report.  PROGRAM/

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Program: The April program will be the announce-

ment of the JROTC cadet finalists and presentation of 

their scholarships.  Three finalists were chosen from 

the 14 candidates representing 8 schools. 

Membership: LTC Le Page reported that 68 members 

are still late with dues for 2010 and will be dropped 

making our membership total 385. 

Newsletter: The deadline is April 18. 2010. 

Recruiting:  The next wheelchair ramp project will be 

scheduled for Feb-Mar. 2011. 

Web Page: Check it out at www.moaacfc.com.  If you 

have any information to be included send it to dennis-

paq@earthlink.net.  A motion passed approving the 

acceptance of a 1 year contract with Indian River 

Colony Club for a sponsor link on our web-site.  A 

disclaimer notice will also appear.  The income from 

this contact will be used for web-site and webmaster 

expenses. 

OLD BUSINESS: There was no report on the audit. 

Mrs. Green, AUX Liaison, gave a brief report concern-

ing her contacts with National and State AUX Repre-

sentatives. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
     Florida Council of Chaptersô Convention, May 21-

23, Ft. Myers  LTC Johnson, LTC LePage and Mrs. 

Green will be attending.  

     MOAA Chapter Presidentsô Symposium, September 

16-18, 2010, Jacksonville  

     Excellence of Service Awards deadline is June 1.  

LTC Johnson will be entering applications. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS : 

  Dennyôs and Lowes are offering dis-

counts to military, active and retired 

April 17 MOAA Luncheon, Magnuson Grand 

Hotel, Formerly the Clarion Inn, Altamonte Springs 

TAPS 

The Chapter extends deepest sympathy and sincer-

est condolences to the family and friends of: 

 

Major Walter E. Collier,  USAF, Ret, died April 

10, 2010 and is survived by his wife Nancy 

 

http://www.moaacfc.com/
mailto:dennispaq@earthlink.net
mailto:dennispaq@earthlink.net
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Copyright © 2010, Military Officers Association of America (MOAA), all rights reserved. Part or all of this message may be 

retransmitted for information purposes, but may not be used for any commercial purpose or in any commercial product, 

posted on a Web site, or used in any non-MOAA publication (other than that of a MOAA affiliate, or a member of The Mili-

tary Coalition) without the written permission of MOAA. All retransmissions, postings, and of this message must include 

this notice. 

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION  

BY LTC ROBERT M. LEPAGE, USA, RET.  

 

21% Cut Fixed - Until June: Congress can act fast when it absolutely has to, and it absolutely had to on 
April 15 - the last day Medicare could avoid imposing a 21% cut in payments to doctors that many doctors 
say would cause them to stop seeing Medicare and military patients.  
     Within the space of five hours, the Senate voted to defer the 21% cut until June 1. Because that was a 
month longer delay than the House proposed, House leaders greased another vote to approve the longer 
delay, and the bill was rushed to the White House so President Obama could sign it into law that night.  
     The cuts technically went into effect on April 1, but Medicare exercised its authority to hold claims for 
up to 10 business days, in anticipation that Congress would approve the delay. Still, the fact is that this is 
one more can-kicking exercise.  
     Now, legislators will try to figure out a way to push back the cuts until the end of the year, and next 
year they'll have to go through a new drill to avoid a 25% cut in January 2011.  
     The constant battles on this issue stem from the inability of Congress to agree on how to pay for the 
$240 billion permanent fix. More and more legislators are insisting it should be paid for by cutting other 
spending. But finding a package of $240 billion in spending cuts that a majority of legislators would vote 
for is an equally daunting challenge.  
     Needless to say, this isn't a trivial issue. Hill leaders simply must find a way to get past this problem so 
seniors and military beneficiaries aren't being held hostage to monthly threats of having their health care 
access cut off.  
 
TRICARE Protection Under Health Reform : The Senate passed Sen. Jim Webb's (D-VA) TRICARE Af-
firmation Act (S. 3148), which makes it explicit in law that TRICARE constitutes qualifying coverage for 
national health reform purposes - thus avoiding any question that TRICARE beneficiaries would be sub-
ject to penalties imposed on those who don't obtain coverage.  
     The White House and Pentagon said all along there was no way that military people would be subject 
to such penalties, but now the law lays that out in black and white.  
     The House passed similar legislation earlier, so it will now go to the President for signature.  
The Senate also has passed a separate bill explicitly protecting all beneficiaries of VA health care (S. 
3162). The bill is awaiting consideration in the House and is expected to pass shortly.  
 
Coverage For Your 20 -Somethings:  
 
New House and Senate bills would make TRICARE comply with the national health reform requirement to 
retain children on a parent's health plan until age 26. But it won't be free.  
 
MOAA, Coalition Oppose Lending Loophole:  
 
MOAA and The Military Coalition joined the Defense Department in asking Senate Banking, Housing & 
Urban Affairs leaders to protect troops and reject a proposed exemption of auto lenders from restrictions 
on unscrupulous practices 
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VOLUNTEERS 

CAPT Thomas Bates has over 300 hours at ORHS as 

a Spiritual Care Volunteer.. 

Mrs. Laura Hernandez has during the last nine (14) 

years volunteered 2,300 hours. 

Mrs. Reba Dellamonico has been a volunteer at Flor-

ida Hospital for over 30 years.  

Mrs. Mary Wooden averages 26 hours per month 

combined with Quilting Angels, Smocking Guild and 

America Sewing Guild 
Lt Col Jim Cardarelli, a volunteer at the VA  Clinic for  

over nine years and has in  excess of 3000 hours. 

 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE (Conõt) 

PROCDURES FOR ID CARDS  

 

 Army Reserve Center 
 3701 Corrine Dr., Orlando, FL 32803 

 (407) 643-2322      

 M-F 0830-1230 & 1330-1530 

 National Guard Armory  
 8385 Daetwyler Dr., Orlando, FL 32862 

  (407) 650-4303      

 Tuesday & Thursday 0900-1530 

 Naval Support Activity Orlando  

 12350 Research Parkway, Orlando, FL 32826 

 (407) 380-8565  

 MondayðFriday, call for appointment 

 Patrick AFB, Cocoa Beach 

 (321) 494-6144 

 MacDill AFB, Tampa, FL  

 (813) 828-2278 

 PSD NAS Jacksonville, FL 

 (904) 542-4217/8/9 

   

               LIFE MEMBERSHIP IN THE CENTRAL  

     FLORIDA  CHAPTER  

Life membership in the Chapter is available on a ñSliding 

Scaleò dues fee schedule as noted below: 

             * Age   46ð50:      $375 

 * Age   51ð55                   $326 

 * Age  56ð60                  $299 

 * Age   61ð65:                  $269 

 * Age   66ð70:                  $238 

 * Age   71ð75:                  $204 

 * Age   75 and above     $135 

It you have already paid your dues for 2008 and desire to 

convert to a Chapter Life Member, deduct the amount 

you already paid ($10 or $15 as appropriate). 

NEW MEMBERS  

 

MAJ Johnny F. Charles, USMC, Ret 

4537 Seafarer Way 

Orlando, FL 32817 

Spouse: Regine 

407-252-0110 

families in need of legal assistance?  Lawyers for War-

riors, Inc., is a non-profit organization dedicated to sup-

porting deployed troops by providing legal services 

FREE of charge.  Pro bono legal assistance in civilian 

courts is provided to currently deployed members of 

the United States Armed Forces and their families by 

volunteer attorneys. Organization may be contacted by 

mail at P. O. Box 3006, Orlando, FL. 32802-3006; by 

telephone 407-841-3387; and by inter-

nettmail@lawyersforwarriors.org.Website  is 

www.lawyersforwarriors.org.  

 

 

SYL JOHNSON 

RIVERSHIP ROMANCE  

SUNDAY BRUNCH CRUISE 

JUNE 13, 2010 

11:00 AMð2:00 PM 

Cost: under $40 per person 

 

     YO UR  CH APTE R BOA RD 

THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NICE TO 

JOIN TOGETHER FOR A SUNDAY 

BRUNCH. 

     THIS IS SUNDAY AT ITS FINEST. 

ENJOY THE SERENE SIGHTS OF 

THE RIVER COMBINED WITH A 

SPECIAL SUNDAY BRUNCH MENU 

AND ONBOARD ENTERTAINMENT 

THAT ONLY HAPPENS ONE DAY A 

WEEK. IF YOU HAVENôT ENJOYED 

A SUNDAY BRUNCH ABOARD THE 

ROMANCE. IF YOU HAVE THEN 

YOU WILL WANT TO DO IT AGAIN-

CALL YOUR RESERVATION TO 

CAPT BOB ROSEN AT 407-880-6279 or 

E-mail: capbob1936@yahoo.com 

mailto:mail@lawyersforwarriors.org
http://www.lawyersforwarriors.org
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COMMUNITY SERVICE EXPENDITURES  

     The Board of Directors has approved the following 

expenditures for Community Services.  

 Boy Scouts   

 $200.00 

 Girl Scouts   

 $200.00 

 Susan G. Koman for the Cure 

 $200.00 

 Central Florida Memorial Park Foundation  

 $500.00 

Retired Officers Wives Club 

     The ROWC Executive Board will meet Tuesday , 

May 11h at 10:00 a.m. at the Aloma United Methodist 

Church, 3045 Aloma Ave., Winter Park. The Luncheon 

meeting will be Tuesday May 18th at the Elks Club, 12 

N. Primrose Drive, Orlando. The Social hour will begin 

at 11:00 a.m. and lunch will be served at noon. The 

Program: Installation of Officers.Call Reservations 

Chairman Shirley Clark at 407-831-2544 or Co-

Chairman Bev Owens at 407-844-6475 by Friday May 

14th. 

HELP YOUR SURVIVORS NOW 

 

     If you have a family, one of the most important 

things you can do during your lifetime is laying out the 

plans to take care of your family after you die. Upon 

your death, your survivors can expect to receive certain 

payments and benefits from the federal government, 

but itôs up to you to help your survivors. 

     MOAA has several publications, listed below, 

which will give you an excellent start in this process. 

You can request these documents by e-mail: 

www.moaa.org or by calling 1-800-234-6622. 

 -  Help Your Survivors NowðA Guide to 

Planning Ahead 

 -  Survivor Benefit PlanðSecurity for Your 

Survivors 

 -  Survivorôs ChecklistðFirst Steps for 

Moving On 

     Also, you can request assistance in Orlando from 

the Retired Activities Office Phone: 407-646-4204 

and Fax: 407-646-4212. Office hours are 10:00 

amð2:00 pm Monday through Friday. Personnel at 

this office are all retired military and they can provide 

you with the various agencies and telephone numbers 

to include notifying the retired finance center.  

     Your survivors should know the location of your 

insurance policies, retirement orders, birth certificate, 

your current Retiree Account Statement and any other 

documents of importance before and after your death.  

May 8  Board Meeting 

May 15  MOAA Luncheon 

May 21-23 State MOAA Convention in Ft.  

  Meyers, FL 

June 4-5 National Guard Association Confer

  ence 

June 13  Rivership Romance Sunday Brunch 

  Cruise, 11 am -2 pm featuring live en

  tertainment.     Con

  tact CAPT Rosen for details.  See arti

  cle in the next FOCUS 

 

Respectfully submitted by Patricia Green, Secretary 

 

The Auxiliary Letter by Pat Green 

 

     Dear Members, I am an Auxiliary member and 

have beenappointed by your Board to serve as the liai-

son to the National MOAA.  I will be contributing to 

the FOCUS.  .  

     I will pass on information that may help you or 

someone you know. For example, in October 2008, 

civil service hiring regulations were changed so that 

spouses of troops killed in combat or those retired with 

100% disability are now given preferential considera-

tion in qualifying for a US government job.  Share this 

information with your friends and family. 

     I urge you to visit the website www.moaa.org  and 

review the information available on it. There are testi-

monials from members who share their experiences and 

information.  If you feel moved to share something, 

send me a short paragraph (about 75 words), and I will 

help you with the submission process.  Testimonials are 

needed and welcomed. 

 

NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS for 2011/2013 

 
      Nominations for the MOAA Central Florida Chap-

ter officers  are now being accepted.. If you would 

like to be nominated for one of the Central Florida 

Chapter's offices, please contact Bob Rosen at  407-

880-6279, Bob LePage at 407-298-7228 or Phillip 

Rosenberg at 407-869-4167.The nominating com-

mittee would like to nominate candidates for all the 

chapter offices listed on page 2 of this newsletter, 

plus four directors. 

http://www.moaa.org/
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TOP THREE WINNERS 

(left to right) Cadet Nicole Garces, Lake Howell High School, Cadet Garrett Medlock and Ciara Rodriguez both of West 

Orange High School. Each Cadet received a check for $3000.00 and a Plaque. They were selected from the 26 JROTC 

schools in the Orlando area. 

LTC Michael Gillett, USAR, Ret. 

And Cadet Ciara Rodriguez West 

Orange High School. 

Cadet Nicole Garces,LTC Michael 

Gillett, USAR, Ret. And CDR Dave 

Polly, USN Ret. 

Cadet Garrett Medlock with his father 

MAJ Medlock, USAF, Ret. 


